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CANADA (past-present-future) 

• French & British colony

• Independent

– Western expansion 

– Confederation 

• Middle Power 

– Arctic expansion

• Global power*

* For more please read my article on my Blog: “Canada an emerging global power”  
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French settlements - 17th century
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French colony - 18th century 
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British colony - 18th century
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British & French - 18th century 
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Independent & Confederation - 19th century
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Middle power - 20th century
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Global power - The North - 21th century
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Canada’s polar strategy & expansion & destiny

• Climate change

• Ice melting

• Availability of massive production factors (without firing a shot)

– Huge fertile lands 

– Abundant minerals & commodities 

• Prerequisite: Population & Labour

– Target min Population: 70 million 

• Vibrant Cities up North

• South-North & vertically integrated infrastructure (roads, rail 

and lines)

– Churchill - ᑯᒡᔪᐊᖅ(Kuugjuaq), Manitoba
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The Arctic – Sea Routes & Last resources …
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Strategic Sea route –North west passage
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Pacific-North West Passage sea route to NA&EU
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Strategic Sea route –North west passage
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Parry Channel

North west or PBV passage – (Parry-Baffin-Davis) 
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North west or PBV passage – (Parry-Baffin-Davis) 
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Northwest Passage - Global Strategic Sea route
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Current minor disputes 

• Who controls the Arctic?

• Who claims the Arctic?
– Hans island 

– Beaufort sea
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Hans island (disputed island between Canada & Greenland-Denmark)
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Hans island

CANADA

GREENLAND
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Beaufort Sea (disputed sea region between Canada & USA)
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• Greenland
– the bride with the dowry

• Who claims and has designs for Greenland
– USA

– Russia

– Canada

– China 

• Others….

Future Disputes-Developments and Strategic moves 

by Arctic powers…plus
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GREENLND - The Loose End
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GREENLND - The Rich Bride
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GREENLND – Among three Bridegrooms (USA-Russia-Canada)
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USA & Greenland

➢ 1867 

➢ 1910

➢ 1946

➢ 2019

USA tried openly four times at least to buy… Greenland



29

Existing strategic US base in Greenland
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Russia & Greenland

➢ Russia is one of eight member countries of the Arctic Council
(Canada, Russia, Denmark-Greenland, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden and USA)

➢ Russia has the largest window to the Arctic pole
➢ Russians strongly claim the Arctic regions between their coast and the North Pole 
➢ They also work to control/secure the surrounding arctic areas and…
➢ Greenland plays a strategic and tactical role …

Strategically Tactically
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Russia & Greenland

▪ Russia’s Northern Fleet is in the Murmansk regions (circled on the map)

▪ The only way the Russian navy can get out of Murmansk is to go through the North Atlantic, 
which means going through the GIUK* area - a geo-strategic frontier for Russia for years…

* The waters between Greenland and Iceland and UK.
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Canada & Greenland

➢Canada shares with Greenland the…
• North west passage
• Baffin bay and Davis straits
• Access to the Arctic pole
• Largest Inuit population

➢Canada has a vested interest in…..who controls Greenland 
➢ Is possible the Inuit (the Real) people to unite?
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…and a fourth bridegroom…..China 
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China & Greenland

✓ China is interested in the Arctic focusing on access to resources and transit to markets. 
✓ China is not close geographically to Greenland but aims to be a part of the New North.
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China’s efforts to be involved…

▪ Chinese firms have invested in several Greenland projects, such as
▪ a mine for rare earth elements 

▪ a mine for uranium 

▪ an iron mine 

▪ In 2016, the CCCC (China Communications Construction Company) offered to buy a 

former U.S. military base
▪ buying price $560 million

▪ the Danish government blocked the deal 

▪ Chinese investments make China a major investor and influencer in Greenland….
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