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Superpowers
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GREAT BRITAIN - global superpower
1792 - 1815 - 1915 - 1945

(19th Century)

USA - global superpower
1898 - 1945 - 2008

(20th Century)

CHINA - global superpower
2008 –

(21st Century)

Modern Global Superpowers (18th – today)

FRANCE - global superpower
1790 - 1815

(18th Century)
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FRANCE - Gaul

• Gaul Celtic  

• Roman occupation  

• Franks Germanic tribe (Clovis-Pepin the Short)  

• Normans (Vikings) - Crusaders  

• 100 years war - Formation of modern France

• Exploration - Discovery   

• Expansion wars (East - Africa – North America)

• Global Superpower (1790-1815)
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Initial French expansion – North America
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French settlements ( 1609-1616)
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New France (1663-1760)
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1700 - Half of North America is French
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1750
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Between two enemies (Spanish & British)
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Loosing the Colony game to England
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Great Britain - England

• Expansion wars (1790-1815)

• Global Superpower (185-1915)
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British take almost all French Colonies by 1783
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USA

• Expansion wars (1783-1853)

• Global Superpower (1945-2008)
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The Indian tribes
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Europeans arrive and split the lands 
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North America is split into four parts
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The British get the eastern part
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The French get the fertile middle ground
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The Spanish get the southern and western parts
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The colonists beat first the English 
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USA is born & grows
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Growth of the US (1783-1853) 
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Expanding by Buyouts and War
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Connecting East & West
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Controlling the Far West



35

Fighting an (American) Civil War (1860-1865)
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Adding Alaska (1867) & Hawaii (1898)
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Building Strategic Infrastructure 
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Offering prospects to more newcomers
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CHINA

• The longest global superpower on the planet

• Modern Global Superpower (2008 - ????)
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History – Longest Superpower 

• Warring City States (1500 BCE)

• First Consolidation – Chinese State (Han people) – Shang Dynasty

✓ Han People (Mandarin & Cantonese… Language) 

✓ Heartland (1 bn people – ½ of the USA 350 ml)

❖ Building Long (Great) Wall (221-207 BCE – Qin Dynasty)

❖ Building Grand Canal (605-609 CE)

• Battling Islam 
➢ Battle of Talas (10/7/751) maps from my book p.272

• Battling Mongols - Mongol threat (1279 Kublai Khan)

➢ 1st Foreign occupation (by Mongols 1279-1369 - Ming Dynasty)

• Battling Europeans
➢ 2nd foreign occupation (Europeans 18th-19th Century)

• Battling Japan
➢ Struggle against Japan (20th Century)

• Communist governance
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Challenges that shaped the Chinese soul…

• Stopping & Battling Islamic Expansion (8th & 13th Centuries)

– Battle of Talas (10/7/751) 

• Stopping Mongols’ expansion & threat (13th& 14th Centuries)

– 1st Foreign Occupation (Mongols 1279-1368/9)-(Ming Dynasty)

• Battling Europeans (18th & 19th Centuries)

– 2nd Foreign Occupation (Europeans 1600-1900?)

• Portuguese

• Spanish

• Dutch

• English

• Germans

• Russians

• Japanese (1932-1937)

• Battling Japan (19th & 20th Centuries)

– 3rd Foreign Occupation (1911-1945?)

• Incorporating & “Battling” Communism

• Battling Protectionism
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The European Imperialistic Challenge (19th Century)
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The Japanese Challenge (20th Century)
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FREE TRADE

Theories
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Free Trade Theories 
coincide 

with Global Power status

When a nation-country  
becomes very strong with  

global powers … 
…then promotes 

FREE TRADE



Free Trade (imposed) Theories - Timeline



Free Trade (imposed) Theories - Timeline

French & English 
Mercantilism

English Absolute & 
Comparative 

Advantage Theories

American Free
Trade Theories



Mercantilism



Absolute Advantage



Comparative Advantage



American Trade Theories (beginning 20th Century)
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Soon enough … 

we will see

Chinese Academics

to propose

FREE TRADE Theories

(Chinese induced & version) 

…..

As the President of China 

does every year 

Lately…
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Autarky 
or

Free Trade

The Dilemma & Challenge 

for other countries  

Medium and Small powers….

(not strong export economies)

…to decide between
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