On Myriokefalon Battle 1176

(17 September 1176)

Byzantine Greeks vs Seljuk Turks

Dr. Nick Demos
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Byzantine Empire went from a major to minor power after the
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Manuel’s heavy army on march towards lkonio

» Manuel as his father and grandfather focused on the Western challenges and threats and left the Turkic tribes to
expand across Anatolia and become stronger by the day.
» Manuel was forced to address the eastern issue and started to prepare a sizeable army to Iconium.
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Stratelc Battle

TO AlNMOK OP YOﬂMA
THEX BYZANTINO-ZEAN T= o YK IKHE
*"“A N TIHA PA GEZHZ

O MANOYHA A’ KAI H EMTOXH TOY

TO TOYATANATO TOY POYM EQX TO AEYTEPO MIXO TOY 120Y AIQNA ;

H METrAAH EKITPATEIA A THN ESAAEIWH THE TEATZOVKIKHE AMEIAHE

H AYTOKPATOPIA KAl TO SZOYATANATO META TO MYPIOKE®AAO =~ =

H THMAZIA THE MAXHE TOY MYPIOKE®AAOY ETHN IZETOPIOrPADIA SR 79
ArNQEITEZ NTYXEX ® ANTIMTAAO! AIOIKHTEE ® BIBAIOMNAPOYIIAEZH










Byzantine army In ambush...
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Byzantine Heavy Army immovable into Myriokefalon pass...

AYTOKPATOQP INNIKO InNMNiKo
MANOYHA
ANAPONIKOZ . MAYPOZOMHE BALDWIN IQANNHE & ANAPONIKOET
KONTOZTE®ANOZ I. KANTAKOYZHNOZ NOAIOPKHTIKES ANTIOXEIAZ AlrTEAOZ
| MHXANEZ AMNOZKEYEZ DPAMKOI
NEZIKO T NPOMH@EIEE AATINOI NEZIKO
‘ NMOAEMIKA
YAIKA EDOAIA ZTAYPO®OPOI
OMNIZEODYNAKH =
APIETEPH ﬁ'lls'ég\YrA EMMPOZ®ODPYNAKH
MNMTEPYIA
EMINAEKTA ZQOMATA INMNIKo INmnKo
BAPAI'TOI !

[Topeia. pulavtivod otpatod 6to Muproképarov (1176)
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The Battle a’_[

THE BATTLE OF MYRIOKEPHALON

The Battle of Myriokephalon, also known as Myriocephalum, was a
battle between the Byzantine Emperor Manuel | Komnenos and the Seljuk
Turks, Sultan Kilig Arslan I, in near Denizli Civril - GOmdssu town on
September 17, 1176.

At the same time, on th contrary to agreement concluded in Denlzdi,
Karkad lergama an nit the Turkmen raiders had started 3gain to
orgar vids against ¢ yzantine. Manuel | Komnenos, the Byzantine
Emperor. had been at poace with Kilig Arslan 1, the Seljuk Turkish Sultan.

Kilig Arslan |l recommended to renewal that peace and then he send a
peace treaty. Byzantine Emperor Manuel | Komnenos started military
preparations for expedition against  most of Turkmens who were lived
Byzantion borders especially district of Eskisehir, they assaulted to direction
of Denizli, Kirkagac, Bergama and Edremit. He only aimed avert these
assaults. When the Sultan Kilig Arslan It heard these military preparations
and then he send an embassy to the emperor to ask for a peace treaty.
Emperor Manel recelved the embassy with some circumstances which
were stopped the Turkmens assaults, left ZOnun emir of Danishmends
and Sahinsah son of sultan who were took refuge in the Byzantine and
the countries under controled left the Byzantine. The Sultan rejected all
the proposal that aimed and destroyed the Byzantine lands up to Denizli
with great cavalry force. His main target was to capture the capital city
Iconium (Konya), After politic and diplomatic onsets emperor beared to
Iconium (Konya) with a great army consist of Pecheneg, Hungarian and
Serbian forces in 1176 summer. Turkmen forces showed litthe but abrasive
thrusts against the Byzantine army wazghe ntine army had lost force
because of the land destroyed by the Seljuks. The Byzantine marched with
siege equipments, lots of supplies and heavy cars. The Seljuk army ruled
by Kilic Arslan had bad arming but higher movement ability then the
s‘yzantlne army. The Byzantine army was rushed and destruct at castle of
yriokephalon in Dizbel aisle near Denizll. Most importantly Manuel's
slege ent had been captured and destroyed. Also the Seljuk Sultan
was keen for peace to be restored as soon as possible; he sent an envoy,
?i'afmb" that Manuel destroy his forts and evacuate the at
aiste with
his forts and

100,000 gold.
failings caused the

S

~ VL NV R,

Myrioke

~_ R

—

PR e el et etk o o St

G R G A S G TR R N U SUEE S Sl

—

'y

"
) Gl

!,




Life and Death battle for the Turkic tribes in Anatolia
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Very strategic battle affecting Eurasian affairs...
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DEGERLENDIRME OTURUMU
(Saat16.00-17.00)

Moderator: Prof. Dr. Abdulhaluk CAY
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Manuel realized the battle’s unintended consequences and died shortly...

» The Byzantine army was not defeated at the ambush at Myriokefalon, but lost its heavy armor and the
psychological consequences were very adverse and detrimental for the Greek empire.

» The Seljuks managed to leave the mountainous areas of central Anatolia and invade and expand to territories
westwards and gain fertile lands of Asia Minor.
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After Myriokefalon more challenges at the western frontiers...
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Geostrategic similarity (Mvyriokefalon 1176 & Afyonkarahisar 1921)
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