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Byzantine Greeks vs Seljuk Turks
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Byzantium - 1025



ΕΛΛΗΝΟΒΥΖΑΝΤΙΟ (Μετά το Μαντζικέρτ)



Ανατολικόν μετά το Μαντζικέρτ
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Turkish Raids across Anatolia & Asia Minor
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➢ Manuel as his father and grandfather focused on the Western challenges and threats and left the Turkic tribes to 

expand across Anatolia and become stronger by the day.

➢ Manuel was forced to address the eastern issue and started to prepare a sizeable army to Iconium. 

Manuel’s heavy army on march towards Ikonio
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Strategic Battle
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Manuel’s Strategic Myopia  

ΜΥΡΙΟΚΕΦΑΛΟΝ
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Manuel’s Strategic Mistake and/or Incompatibility  
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Byzantine army in ambush…
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…at the Myriokefalon Pass



12

Byzantine army under attack from higher ground
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Byzantine army under surprise attack from all sides
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Πορεία βυζαντινού στρατού στο Μυριοκέφαλον (1176)  

Byzantine Heavy Army immovable into Myriokefalon pass… 
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Myriokefalon – Generals & Armies
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The Battle at Myriokefalon 
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Life and Death battle for the Turkic tribes in Anatolia
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Very strategic battle affecting Eurasian affairs…



19

…even for Turkey today…
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➢ The Byzantine army was not defeated at the ambush at Myriokefalon, but lost its heavy armor and the 

psychological consequences were very adverse and detrimental for the Greek empire.

➢ The Seljuks managed to leave the mountainous areas of central Anatolia and invade and expand to territories 

westwards and gain fertile lands of Asia Minor. 

Manuel realized the battle’s unintended consequences and died shortly…  
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More battles after Mantzikert for Anatolia…
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After Myriokefalon more challenges at the western frontiers…
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Europe after Myriokefalon -1190
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More European interference into Byzantium…
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Geostrategic similarity (Myriokefalon 1176 & Afyonkarahisar 1921)

ΜΥΡΙΟΚΕΦΑΛΟΝ
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The Strategic Battle at Myriokefalon - 1176 
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