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Understanding: Deutschland - Prussia - Germany

• Teutonic expansion.  

– Germany

– Prussia

– Deutschland

• What went wrong?

– Strategic Myopia

– Impractical Planning 

– Inattentive Implementation 

– Non-discretionary discipline 

– Autocratic dogma

– Abusive behaviour

– Other

• Which way for Germany?

– Bismarck’s approach

– Hitler’s approach

– Other
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The unintended consequences 



In the 20th Century - Germany lost roughly 50% of land 
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Teutonic Fatherland - …most of Prussia lost 



Bismarck looking… west & east… for answers plus…



German speaking countries & regions - today
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German toponymy in countries & regions - today
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Teutonic Tribes - Ancient Times
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Ancient Germanic lands - Oude kaarten, Geschiedenis en Kaarten
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Ancient Germanic lands - Oude kaarten, Geschiedenis en Kaarten

Germanic Tribes around the year 1 AD:

❑ North Germanic peoples:

➢ North Germanic - Norsemen: Suiones/Swedes, Geats/Scandinavian Goths, Gutes, Danes, Raumarici, Arothi, Adogit, others

❑ West Germanic peoples:

➢ North Sea Germanic - Ingvaeonic peoples - Jutes, Angles, Saxons, Chauci, Frisii/Frisians, others

➢ Weser-Rhine Germanic - Istvaeonic peoples: Franks, others

➢ Elbe Germanic - Herminonic/Irminonic peoples: Suebes/Suebi/Alemanni, Swabians, Hermunduri/Thuringians, Marcomanni, Quadi, Bavarians, others

❑ East Germanic peoples:

➢ East Germanic - Vandilic peoples: Goths, Burgundians, Vandals, Gepids, Rugii, Buri, Herules, others
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rugii
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The Greeks baptised the northern lands - Γερμανία 



Germanic Tribes & Romans - 1st Century



Germanic Tribes still up North - Early 2nd Century



Germanic Tribes start to move - 2nd Century - (125) 



Gothic invasions - Eastern Roman Empire - 3rd Century
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First migration - Germanic Tribes moving east, west and south – 3rd Century – (260) 
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Some Germanic tribes are assimilated into the Roman Empire
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Massive German migration - first half of the 5th Century - (408-455) 



20

Germanic Tribes overpower all of Europe - Only Celts & Greeks remain standing - (490) 
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Europe is German - (500) 
• Germanic Tribes could not defeat - only -

the Celts and the Greeks

• The Slavic tribes were facing attacks 

from East

Celtic Tribes

Greeks

• The Baltic & Slavic  Tribes in 

these areas will face German 

pressure & expansion after 

the 10th Century
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Germanic Europe - 6th Century (526) 
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Germany - Middle Ages

Holy Roman Empire
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Middle Germany - Charlemagne's creation - (870)
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Germany - 10th Century – (962) 
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The Holy Roman Empire - Germany - 11th Century – (1000)



The Holy Roman Empire - Germany - 11th Century – (1000)
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Germany - 10th Century - (1032)



Kingdom of Germany - (1125)



The Holy Roman Empire - Germany - 12th Century – (1176)



German eastward migration and settlement of Germanic-speaking peoples - (895-1400)
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Germany - Modern Times

From 

Teutonic Knights
To

Prussia



The Teutonic Knights’ state - 14th & 15th Century 



Germany dispersed - 16th Century - (1500)
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Germany main battlefield during the thirty Years War - 17th Century

• The Global powers fight over the 

control of the German lands

• The religious dimension also plays a 

big role in the fight
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Main European powers and scattered German lands in between- 17th Century



Germany - 17th Century
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Germany when French global hegemony collapsed - 19th Century - (1815)
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Prussia rising - 19th Century
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Deutschland during the 19th Century



Prussia under pressure from East & West
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Europe & the German Unification…
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By the Strategic Mastermind…
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German Unification - Bismarck - (1870)



Germany - 20th Century 

Greed?

Arrogance?

Cyclical?

Downfall?

Destiny?

Nemesis? 
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Germany - (1900)



Germany before WWI - (1910)
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German Reich between WWI & WWII - (1919-1939)
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Deutschland… between Light & Darkness



50

Germany dismembered after WWII - (1945)…
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…  and occupied  …



Poland - the beneficiary of the German dismemberment 
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How Poland managed to expand 



▪ Ancient: From the North, the Barbarian German tribes managed to expand and 

overrun local populations across many regions in western Europe and northern 

Africa. 
▪ Ostrogoths swallow up Italy

▪ Visigoths overwhelm Spain

▪ Vandals subdue Northern Africa

▪ Franks subjugated Gauls

▪ Saxons overpower Celts

▪ Middle Ages: German people created a powerful confederation the Holy Roman 

Empire
▪ Controlling the Vatican 

▪ Splitting from the Vatican

▪ Religious divisions did not overcome the Teutonic politico-economic & cultural psyche 

▪ Modern Times: from unification to shrinkage
▪ 19th Century: Bismarck manages to unify somehow the central Germans

▪ 20th Century: Deutschland lost fatherland Prussia
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Reflecting…what is next for Germany


