
1

Dr. Nick Demos               

Supply Chain 

Global Sea Routes 

Choke Points

©2021 Nick Demos | ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly Choke Points



2

Dr. Nick Demos               

Εφοδιαστική Αλυσίδα 

Παγκόσμιες Θαλάσσιες Διαδρομές 

Σημεία Σύσφιξης ?

©2021 Nick Demos | ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Τα καλά, τα κακά και τα άσχημα σημεία ?
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➢ The International Trade Theories and Practice 

via the Free Trade Agreements and Economic 

Blocks on the planet.

➢ We realized that Global Trade is vital for the 

local economy, but governments and policy 

makers should be very careful.

➢ The balance between 

AUTARKY & DEPENDANCE 

is a choice between 

economic independence and social policies 

dependance on external forces mostly.

➢ Nevertheless, Global Trade is important.
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• Οι Θεωρίες και η Πρακτική του Διεθνούς Εμπορίου μέσω 
των Συμφωνιών Ελεύθερου Εμπορίου και των Οικονομικών 
Μπλοκ στον πλανήτη τονίζουν την οικονομική συνεργασία.

• Το Παγκόσμιο Εμπόριο είναι ζωτικής σημασίας για την 
τοπική οικονομία.

• Αλλά οι κυβερνήσεις και οι υπεύθυνοι χάραξης πολιτικής 
θα πρέπει να είναι πολύ προσεκτικοί.

•Η ισορροπία μεταξύ

   ΑΥΤΑΡΚΙΑΣ & ΕΞΑΡΤΗΣΗΣ

είναι μια επιλογή μεταξύ

οικονομικής ανεξαρτησίας και κοινωνικής πολιτικής που 
εξαρτάται κυρίως από εξωτερικές δυνάμεις.

•Παρ' όλα αυτά, το Παγκόσμιο Εμπόριο είναι σημαντικό.
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➢After we have managed to promote our 

goods, products and even services to 

targeted markets and countries…

➢ There is always a real NEED to 

transfer and transport 
the products to these markets …

➢ So SHIPPING is the efficient (cheapest) 

and most effective way to do so … 
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• Αφού καταφέρουμε να προωθήσουμε τα αγαθά, 
τα προϊόντα, ακόμη και τις υπηρεσίες μας σε 
στοχευμένες αγορές και χώρες...

• Υπάρχει πάντα μια πραγματική ΑΝΑΓΚΗ για τη 

μεταφορά των προϊόντων

σε αυτές τις αγορές...

• Έτσι, η ΝΑΥΤΙΛΙΑ είναι ο αποτελεσματικότερος 
(φθηνότερος) και πιο αποτελεσματικός τρόπος για να 
το κάνουμε αυτό...
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The NEED to TRANSPORT …

And manage … 

Sea Supply Chains
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and having …Easy access to sea routes
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Flows of Global Supply Trade
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Flows of Oil Supply
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Can you imagine the 

social unrest and unhappiness 

if there is no Oil or Gas 

Recent Examples: 

1) Closing the Suez Canal - March 2021

2) No Gas in Britain - Sept. 2021

3) Increase prices of 15-20% in Cyprus - Now
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1) Suez blocked by one ship – March 2021 …
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… Commercial Ships blocked …
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Holidays too stopped …
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Global commercial & Geopolitics consequences …
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And the alternatives too costly …
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2) No Gas in Britain …
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No gas for days …
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Inefficiencies …
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Gas prices to the roof …
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Gas prices in the UK could trigger food shortages within weeks 
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…and the blame … 

Boris Johnson's Brexit choices 

are making 

Britain's fuel and food shortages worse
Analysis by Hanna Ziady, CNN BusinessUpdated 1348 GMT (2148 HKT) September 29, 2021

Analysis by Hanna Ziady, CNN Business

Updated 1348 GMT (2148 HKT) September 29, 2021

https://edition.cnn.com/profiles/hanna-ziady
https://edition.cnn.com/profiles/hanna-ziady
https://edition.cnn.com/profiles/hanna-ziady
https://edition.cnn.com/business
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3) Prices - Cost of Living in Cyprus …
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Government Efficiency …Tax Collection
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MAC Index in Cyprus …
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Bread prices …
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Milk prices …
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Gasoline Prices …
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House prices …
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Comparing House Prices …
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Electricity costs …
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These issues trigger … Global Geopolitical Risks …
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Sea Routes & Sea Choke Points …

The Good, 

the Bad and 

the Ugly 
Choke Points

I call the Choke Points as …

Thus, global sea transportation entail risks …especially …



1. Panama Canal

2. Gibraltar

3. Bosporus

4. Suez Canal

5. Bab el-Mandab

6. Strait of Hormuz

7. Cape of Good Hope

8. Strait of Malacca

Historic Choke Points

Primary (The Bad) Secondary (The Ugly)

1. Yucatan-Cuba

2.  Cuba-Dominican 

3.  Dominican-Puerto Rico

4.  English Channel

5.  Danish Straits

6.  Dardanelles 

7.  Sunda Straits

8.  Lombok Straits

9.  Makassar Straits

10.  Luzon Straits

11.  Taiwan Straits

12.  La Perouse Straits 

13.  Torres Straits



The Bad and the Ugly Global Historic ChokePoints



Primary Choke points - the Bad 8 
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Primary Choke Points 

(The Bad) 

1. Panama Canal

2. Gibraltar

3. Bosporus

4. Suez Canal

5. Bab el-Mandab

6. Strait of Hormuz

7. Cape of Good Hope

8. Strait of Malacca

2
3

4

5

6

7

8



Secondary choke points - the Ugly 13
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Secondary Choke points 

(The Ugly)

1. Yucatan-Cuba

2. Cuba-Dominican 

3. Dominican-Puerto 

Rico

4. English Channel

5. Danish Straits

6. Dardanelles 

7. a.  Sunda Straits

8. b.  Lombok Straits

9. c.  Makassar Straits

10. d.  Luzon Straits

11. e.  Taiwan Straits

12. f.   La Perouse Straits 

13. g.  Torres Straits

c

ba

e

f

d

g
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Sea Lines & Choke Points & Super Powers …

In reality …
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The Japanese tried to control them …
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Today China tries to control 



41

Global Sea Routes (Asia – Africa – Europe)
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Malacca Straits could block oil supplies from Gulf
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Indian Ocean heavy supply lines …
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Indian Ocean Power Defensive Expansion
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Encircling or Avoiding India & other choke points 
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like …Bab el Mandeb straits
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The new GOOD Sea Lines …

Even more …

Finding a creative & innovative solution



(New) Arctic Sea Routes – The Good 4 

• North-West Passage (NWP)

• Northern Sea Route (NSR) 

• Transpolar Sea Route (TSR)

• Arctic Bridge Route (ABR)

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly Choke Points



(New) Arctic Sea Routes – The Good 4 

1. North-West Passage 
(NWP)

2. Northern Sea Route 
(NSR) 

3. Transpolar Sea Route 
(TSR)

4. Arctic Bridge Route 
(ABR)

New Arctic Sea Routes 

(The Good)
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Why Arctic Sea Routes?
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The future at the Arctic Sea & who controls GREENLAND?



The future at the Arctic Sea & who controls them?

This presentation/document was prepared and synthesized by Nick Demos. The information contained herein derives from various sources, mostly online sources, and publicly availbale books 
and data on the internet, etc. This presentation has been supplied on condition that anyone who consults it is understood to recognise that the copyright rests with its author and that no 

quotation from this presentation and no information derived from it may be published and used without the prior written consent of the author. This document was prepared by Nick Demos. 
©2021 Nick Demos | ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
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