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China’s Vision: Easy access to resources & markets
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China’s Mission: Easy access to sea routes
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China’s Land & Sea Expansion (6A-A+E)



5

Sea Routes to 5A+E
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Land Collaborators
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Following Zheng He’s expedition (1405-1433)
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Following Marco Pollo
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China’s Investments (6A+E=Π)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:AoAAsianInfrastructureInvestmentBank.svg
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Geographically & Historically …
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CHINA’s Geography & History
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CHINA’s Historic Silk Road
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CHINA as Global / Regional Power

• The longest global superpower on the planet

• Modern Global Superpower (2008 - ????)

Longest Time Superpower on Earth 
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History – Longest Superpower 

• Warring City States (1500 BCE)

• First Consolidation – Chinese State (Han people) – Shang Dynasty

• Han People (Mandarin & Cantonese… Language) 

• Heartland (1 bn people – ½ of the USA 350 ml)

• Building Long (Great) Wall (221-207 BCE – Qin Dynasty)

• Building Grand Canal (605-609 CE)

• Battling Islam – Battle of Talas (10/7/751) maps from my book p.272

• Mongol treat (1279 Kublai Khan)

• 1st foreign occupation (Mongols 1279-1369)-(Ming Dynasty)

• 2nd foreign occupation (Europeans 18th-19th Century)

• Struggle against Japan, Europeans, etc.

• Communist governance
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Ancient Times…
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Medieval Times…
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Historic Tribulations
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Ordeals that shaped the Chinese soul

1. Battling Islam

 Battle of Talas (July 10, 751) 

2. Battling Mongols

 1st Foreign Occupation (Mongols 1279-1368) - (Yuan Dynasty)

3. Battling Europeans 

 2nd Foreign Occupation (Europeans 1839-1949)

o Portuguese

o Spanish

o Dutch

o English

o Germans

o Russians

4. Battling Japan

 3rd Foreign Occupation (Japanese 1931-1945)
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Battling Islam 

The Dynasty that stopped Islam at Talas 751
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Talas Battle - 751 (8th Century)
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Talas location … 
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Talas battle affected massively East and West 
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… some intended and unintended consequences … 
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… more strategic consequences … 
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Main Powers: The Greeks…The Persians…The Chinese
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… plus, other peoples …
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… Central Asia dynamics …
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The Islamic Turanian challenge again during 13th Century
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Battling Mongols 
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Song Dynasty was destroyed by Kublai Khan
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Mongols occupy most of China and establish their own Dynasty
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Yuan or Mongol Dynasty 1279 – 1368
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Chinese regain control of their country 
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Battling Europeans
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Battling European Imperialism (19th Century)
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Foreign Influence (1850-1911)
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Battling Japan
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The Japanese Challenge (20th Century)
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Current THREATS 
(Real & Perceived)



45

Land Strategic Threats to China

Aim: Protect the Heartland: North China Plain 
– Land between Yangtze & Yellow Rivers

– Grand Canal & Great Wall

1. Tibet Plateau
– Source of Yangtze/Yellow/Mekong Rivers

– Himalayas

– Karakorum highlands control (Great Wall of India)

– Safe – Buffer Zone from populous and threatening India

2. Xinjiang Province
– Passage of the Road & Sild Road (access to Gwadar port – Baluchistan, Pakistan)

– Nuclear development & testing ground

– Western buffer zone 

3. Mongolia-Manchuria
– Gobi Desert

– Historically winning enemy (Mongols- Kublai Han) came via here
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Sea Strategic Threats to China

1. Yellow Sea
– Europeans controlled (Port Arthur)

– Japan & Korea 

– Access to Northern Sea Route

• La Perouse Strait (Japan & Russia)

• Kuril Islands chock point (Russia)

• Bering Straits (USA & Russia)

• Northwest passage (Canada)

• Greenland (Canada & Denmark)

2. East China Sea
– Taiwan (USA)

– Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands (Japan)

– Okinawa (Japan & USA)

– Guam (USA) 

3. South China Sea
– Spratly Islands…(Mischief Islands)

• Philippines

• Vietnam

• Malaysia

• Indonesia

– Four straits – Chock points

• Singapore

• Malacca Straits (Malaysia & Indonesia)

• Lombok Straits

• Sunda Straits

Aim: Protect the Heartland: North China Plain 
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…Land & Sea troubled areas… 
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Chinese Solutions to Challenges
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CHINA’s Immediate Sea “Defensive” Expansion
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South China Sea Geography 
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Location map of oceans, seas, major gulfs and straits in Southeast Asia

CHINA’s Southern Sea Defensive Challenges

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Southeast_Asia_location_map.svg
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A) Southern Sea Defensive Expansion
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B) Singapore - Malacca Straits
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Finding alternative route
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C) Indonesia – Lombok & Sunda Straits
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Indonesian Alternative Sea Routes
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4. Hambantota port

Sri Lanka

1. Singapore port

Malacca straits

3. Sunda straits

1

2 3

4 2. Lombok straits

China has more choices 
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Even the Japanese tried to have Sunda Straits
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Geographic morphology of the Sunda Straits
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C) Northern Sea Defensive Expansion
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D) Eastern (Indian) Sea Defensive Expansion
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Bab el Mandeb straits
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Related Intended Consequences….Djibouti
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Related Intended Consequences….Eritrea
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Related Intended Consequences….YEMEN



80

Related Intended Consequences….Somaliland
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Related Intended Consequences….Somaliland
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Oil Chock Points
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More … Solutions
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Myanmar Land Route

KyauKphyu (Made Island) Myanmar -  Kunming (Yunnan province)

1

2

3

4
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5. Gwadar port

Pakistan

5

Pakistan Land Route

Encircling India - Avoiding Indian ocean routes
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4. Hambantota port

Sri Lanka

6. Djibouti port

Bab-el-Bandeb straits

5. Gwadar port

Pakistan
7. Piraeus port

Greece
1. Singapore port

Malacca straits

3. Sunda straits

1

2 3

4

5

6

7

2. Lombok straits

Pacific-Indian ocean sea route to Europe

Indian Ocean Sea Route
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4. Greenland

Denmark

3. Northwest Passage

Canada

1. Bering straits

Russia

2. Bering straits

USA

1
2

3

4

Arctic Sea Route via Canadian Northwest Passage 



91

Northwest Passage
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Pacific to Northwest Passage sea route
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Arctic Sea Route via Russian Northeast Passage 
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Northwest & Northeast Arctic Sea Routes
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Northwest & Northeast Arctic Sea Routes
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The Russians promote years now the Northeast  Arctic Sea Route
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The Northeast Arctic Sea Route is faster by 13 days …
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Arctic Sea Routes will become faster …
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Challenges - Potential Chock Points

• China would like Greenland to be independent 

• China will increase investments in Greenland

• China will try to interfere in the politics

• Bering straits (USA & Russia)

• Canada (USA ally & NATO member)

• Greenland (Denmark)

Foreseeable moves - Greenland
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1. One Chock Point 

Lombok or Sunda straits

Indian ocean-Atlantic route to eastern North America

1

Around Africa Sea Route
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Pacific sea route to western North America

Pacific Sea Route
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Pacific to Atlantic ocean via Nicaragua Canal

Mesoamerican Sea Route

1. One Chock Point 

Nicaragua Grand Canal

1
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The Chinese build the new Panaca Canal in Nicaragua
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Nicaragua Canal vs Panama Canal



Thank You
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